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Introduction
Early childhood development (ECD) policies and programs are fundamental strategies for addressing the key 

goals of the climate agenda including mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, and a just transition. As such, 

early childhood advocates must position nurturing care and ECD as priorities within the various climate financing 

mechanisms.  

Specifically, early childhood services—including health care, childcare, preprimary education, nutrition, parenting 

programs, and psychosocial support—are vital to building adaptive capacity and resiliency for children and their 

caregivers to respond to the changing climate, limit its impact, and help facilitate a just transition. In addition, 

climate financing provides an opportunity for critical infrastructure updates to address the impacts of climate 

change such as severe weather events and heat. However, ECD is not currently embedded within global, 

country, or climate financing priorities. Early childhood advocates must therefore make the case to governments, 

donors, and other climate stakeholders that investing in the early years is a foundational strategy for addressing 

the impacts of climate change, building resilience, and promoting a sustainable future.

This guidance document is designed to help ECD advocates understand where there might be entry points for 

financing early childhood policies, services, and infrastructure. Each fund is different, and advocates must adjust 

their strategies and messaging accordingly. For some funds, infrastructure may be the entry point (for example, 

opportunities to develop child-responsive and climate-resilient facilities). For other funds, human development 

programs in health, nutrition, and education may be the entry point. In every case, advocates must be able to 

demonstrate how investing in nurturing care will deliver clear outcomes that achieve the objectives of the fund 

and address the impacts of climate change.



3

Investing in the early years offers a multitude of evidence-based solutions to address the impacts of climate 

change. We know, from decades of experience and research, that high-quality ECD services and support are 

two of the best investments a country can make, laying the foundation for future success and yielding improved 

outcomes in health, education, and economic development (Black et al. 2021; Heckman 2012). Therefore, 

high-quality ECD service provision built on nurturing care principles offers a ready-made pathway for building 

climate resilience and must be considered a vital asset at a country’s disposal for achieving climate-related goals 

focused on mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, and a just transition. Furthermore, given the overwhelming 

evidence linking high-quality ECD programs and services to the achievement of Sustainable Development 

Goals, it is also important to underscore that the same ECD services that ensure resilience and adaptation in 

communities are key pathways to promote long-term climate mitigation.

Potential Funding Sources: Although the connection between ECD service provision and climate 

financing may seem indirect to some policy makers, it aligns closely with the objectives of the major 

climate finance mechanisms.  However, effective advocacy is required to make the necessary linkages. The 

Green Climate Fund, the Adaptation Fund, the Global Environment Facility (which manages the Least 

Developed Countries Fund and the Special Climate Change Fund), or the Fund for Responding to Loss 

and Damage (the details of this fund are still being finalized) may be particularly relevant.

Building Resilience Through Nurturing Care01
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33875519/
https://www.greenclimate.fund/
https://www.adaptation-fund.org/
https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/special-climate-change-fund-sccf
https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/least-developed-countries-fund-ldcf
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https://unfccc.int/loss-and-damage-fund-joint-interim-secretariat
https://unfccc.int/loss-and-damage-fund-joint-interim-secretariat
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Climate change can damage existing infrastructure, including schools, childcare centers, and medical facilities, 

which can cause services and schooling disruptions and unsafe conditions. Some climate funds can support 

building or upgrading climate-resilient infrastructure to ensure that early childhood facilities are more resistant to 

climate shocks such as floods, storms, and extreme temperatures. Funding could support:

•	 Building or retrofitting schools and early childhood facilities to withstand extreme weather events. 

•	 Installing energy-efficient technologies, such as solar panels or water-saving systems, to reduce the 

impact of climate change and enhance sustainability.

•	 Ensuring buildings are designed to support children with disabilities with inclusive and accessible spaces 

that enable safe and efficient mobility.

•	 Designing dedicated lactation rooms to support breastfeeding mothers.

Potential Funding Sources: Climate funds such as the Green Climate Fund, the Adaptation Fund, 

the Global Environment Facility, or the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage could support 

infrastructure investments.  
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Young children are especially vulnerable to the health impacts of climate change such as malnutrition, increased 

risk of diseases, or heat-related stresses such as dehydration or heatstroke. Crop failures, changing weather 

patterns, and increased temperatures due to climate change increase these risks and heighten the impact. 

Climate financing mechanisms can support nutrition programs and health services targeted at young children, 

including:

•	 Supporting supplementary nutrition programs in communities at risk of or affected by drought, extreme 

weather, or climate-related agricultural disruptions.

•	 Providing immunization and other healthcare services to protect children from diseases and illnesses 

heightened by climate change such as malaria, diarrhea, heat stroke, or respiratory conditions.

•	 Offering training for health care professionals to address climate-related health risks for pregnant 

women and young children.

Potential Funding Sources: The Adaptation Fund, the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage, the 

Global Environment Facility, and development aid are potential avenues to finance health and nutrition 

interventions specifically targeting young children and mothers.

Supporting Climate-Smart Health and 
Nutrition Programs03
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Climate-related shocks (such as displacement due to extreme weather events) often disrupt early childhood 

services and family incomes, resulting in increased hardships and poverty. Climate financing could support 

social protection programs that provide income support, cash transfers, or in-kind assistance such as food or 

healthcare supplies to vulnerable families, helping them cover costs for early childhood care and education 

during times of climate-related distress or displacement. These programs should target the most vulnerable 

families.

Funding Sources: The World Bank funds climate-resilient social protection programs and has aligned its  

financing with the Paris Agreement. National governments are also a critical source of funding for social 

protection programs. 

 

Social Protection for Vulnerable Families04
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Capacity building for early childhood educators to adapt to the impacts of climate change is crucial for 

developing and maintaining high-quality early childhood services and building resilience for and through young 

children.  Early childhood educators must therefore be provided with the training and tools to leverage the 

benefits of nurturing care.  Some climate funds can specifically support:

•	 Capacity building for early childhood educators to integrate climate change mitigation, adaptation, and 

disaster resilience into their care practices and curricula.

•	 Providing emotional and psychological support training to professional caregivers to promote the 

resilience of young children and develop the capacities to address the mental health impacts related to 

climate change. 

Potential Funding Sources: Capacity-building and training programs could be funded through the 

Green Climate Fund or possibly the Adaptation Fund or the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage. 

The Global Partnership for Education also supports early childhood care and education (ECCE) and may 

finance climate-related capacity development for the early childhood field. 

Capacity Building for Early Childhood 
Educators and Practitioners05
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During climate disasters like hurricanes, floods, or heat waves, early childhood services are often disrupted. 

Climate financing can help fund disaster response and recovery efforts, ensuring that:

•	 Emergency services are available for young children in the aftermath of a disaster, including food, water, 

and basic healthcare.

•	 First responders and disaster risk reduction (DRR) teams are trained and equipped to understand and 

respond to the specific needs of children, especially children with disabilities.

•	 Temporary ECCE spaces or services are set up to help young children regain stability after a disaster and 

ensure access to early learning and care services.

•	 Psychosocial support is provided to children who may have experienced trauma, displacement, or loss.

Potential Funding Sources: Financing could be secured through climate disaster funds or emergency 

response mechanisms through the Global Environment Facility, the World Bank, or the Fund for 

Responding to Loss and Damage.

 

Strengthening Child-Centered Disaster 
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Climate financing can also be directed toward community-led early childhood programs, where local 

communities adapt services to their specific climate risks. These programs could include:

•	 Local climate adaptation strategies for ECCE, such as using local materials for building safer climate-

resilient early childhood centers or establishing community gardens to improve child nutrition.

•	 Local program capacity strengthening for providers to respond to the unique needs of young children in 

the face of climate change.

Potential Funding Sources: Community-based adaptation programs could be funded through the 

Adaptation Fund or the Global Environment Facility might support these types of initiatives.

Developing Community-Led Early 
Childhood Programs and Initiatives07

@GPE/Maxime Fossat

https://www.adaptation-fund.org/
https://www.thegef.org/


10

Updating, integrating, and improving digital communications systems are crucial for strengthening early 

childhood service delivery and emergency response. Climate financing can support this integration by:

•	 Developing and implementing digital alert and communications systems that provide timely early 

warning to caregivers and families about incoming emergencies to enable evacuation and other 

proactive measures to be taken.

•	 Utilizing mobile apps to monitor children’s nutritional status and identify early-warning signs of 

malnutrition or illness.

•	 Creating or expanding remote support networks for caregivers and trainers to provide resources and 

training.

Potential Funding Sources: Digital and technology integration could be funded through the Green 

Climate Fund or the World Bank’s Digital Development Partnership.

 

Improving Digital Integration of  
Climate-Resilient Early Childhood Services08
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Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) plays a crucial role in preparing children to learn as well as building 

meaningful connections to the environment, both of which will lay a critical foundation for addressing mitigation, 

adaptation, and a just transition. Climate financing can be used to integrate climate change education into early 

childhood curricula, including:

•	 Teaching climate literacy to young children (appropriate to their developmental stage) to foster a love 

for nature and encourage sustainable behavior and adaptive thinking.

•	 Creating play-based climate education programs to help children understand their environment and 

how to protect it.

•	 Developing environmental education materials and training for educators to teach young children 

mitigation and adaptation behavior and practices.

Funding Source: Climate and education funds, like the Global Partnership for Education, could 

potentially support the development of climate-sensitive ECCE curricula.

 

Developing Climate Resilient Early Childhood 
Education Programs and Curricula09
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Eligibility Criteria and Application 
Processes
Eligibility criteria and application processes vary based on the fund. Depending on the fund, the following 

entities may be eligible: 

•	 Governments: National, local, and regional governments, especially for large-scale infrastructure projects 

or climate adaptation/mitigation plans.

•	 Private sector: Businesses, especially those that implement green technologies, renewable energy projects, 

or sustainable agriculture practices. Some private childcare or schools may be eligible.  

•	 Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs): Global, regional, 

national, and local NGOs and CSOs working in early childhood or other issue areas. NGOs and CSOs 

must be accredited (such as acquiring National Implementing Entity status for the Adaptation Fund, which 

requires meeting specific fiduciary and environmental standards).

•	 Academia: Research institutions or universities.

•	 Community based organizations: Local communities organizations may be eligible for financing for 

adaptation and resilience-building projects at the grassroots level.

Because eligibility requirements and accreditation processes will vary depending on fund specifics, ECD 

advocates must navigate each fund separately. In most instances, stakeholders must influence their government’s 

priorities. However, certain organizations or early childhood providers may be able to access the funds directly 

once they are officially accredited.

Advocating for Climate Financing
Each of these funds may provide opportunities for financing different areas of Early Childhood Development. 

While advocates should approach each fund separately, it is important to remember that ECD must be 

positioned as a fundamental strategy for building climate resilience and advancing a country’s climate goals. For 

most of these funds, the government will determine the priorities for the country. As a result, advocating directly 

with key decision-makers in government to elevate ECD within the country’s financing priorities is necessary. 

These funding mechanisms can be difficult for those working in the ECD sector to fully understand or access. 

It is therefore important to build connections with the right stakeholders involved in these funds—whether as 

observers, coalition members, or through consortia—to identify the entry points and build partnerships. 

To influence the development and distribution of these funds, advocates may also want to support efforts 

by vulnerable countries and climate advocates to ensure these mechanisms are accessible, responsive to 

community needs, equitable, and sustained. Joining the broader advocacy movement around climate change 

will help ECD advocates to build partnerships with the government and the advocacy organizations that can be 

mutually beneficial.  

Competition for limited funds will be fierce, and so advocates must be able to link ECD to the goals of the 

country, the particular fund, and the overarching climate agenda by building political support and demonstrating 

public demand. To better understand how ECD advocates can engage in climate advocacy, see ECDAN’s Early 
Childhood Development Climate Change Advocacy Guide. 

https://www.adaptation-fund.org/apply-funding/implementing-entities/
https://ecdan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Climate_change_advocacy_guide_final_3.10.2025.pdf
https://ecdan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Climate_change_advocacy_guide_final_3.10.2025.pdf
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