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Definitions

The following terminology has been used throughout the report:

Basic social services

Basic social services have been referred to health services (e.g., immunization, pre-natal and
post-natal health checkups, nutritional support), early childhood education (ECE),
psychological and mental well-being, and access to water and sanitation.

Children’s Climate Risk Index

The Children’s Climate Risk Index (CCRI) is a comprehensive tool developed by UNICEF that
ranks countries on assessing children’s exposure and vulnerability to the impacts of climate
change events.'

Young children
ECDAN defines the period of early childhood as from conception to age eight. Children under
age eight are classified as “young children.”

Early Childhood Development
Early childhood development (ECD) refers to changes in a young child’s physical, cognitive,
social-emotional, and linguistic developmental domains.?

Stakeholders

Stakeholders include young children, their parents and caregivers, child and climate advocacy
organizations, policymakers, and individuals working at the intersection of climate change
and child development.

Nurturing Care Framework
The Nurturing Care Framework developed by the World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the
World Bank Group in collaboration with the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child
Health and ECDAN in 2018. It outlines strategies for helping children survive and thrive to
transform young children’s health and potential.? To reach their full potential, young children
need five indivisible and interconnected components of nurturing care:

1. Good health

2. Adequate nutrition

3. Safety and security

4. Responsive caregiving

5. Opportunities for learning




1. Introduction

1.1 ECD and Climate Change

The early years lay the foundation for later years and are crucial for any individual as the
brain develops rapidly.* Physically, young children cannot tolerate and recover from shocks
due to climate change events. Physiologically, they are more vulnerable to harm from toxic
substances like lead and other pollutants from water, air, and soil pollution, even at lower
exposure levels than adults." In addition to this, young children experience an increased risk
of death from vector-borne and water-borne diseases.’

Children's tissues and systems are highly responsive to environmental changes during the first
1000 days of life, starting from conception.® In-utero exposure to family stress and trauma as
a result of climate change can harm key immune cells and lead to chronic diseases, which
may have a lifetime impact.®> Environmental impacts and exposures directly affect the
infant’s brain and nervous systems after birth.° Young children grow rapidly, developing
physically, emotionally, and intellectually. Due to climate change, restricted access to clean,
green, protective play spaces and safe spaces discourages the development of social
relationships between peers and caregivers through active play.’

Climate change events also restrict young children’s access to health, childcare, and early
childhood education (ECE) services, increasing their vulnerability and reducing their adaptive
capacity. This creates a vicious cycle, pushing already marginalized children further into
poverty while increasing their exposure to severe and life-threatening effects of climate
change." Other potential effects of climate change on young children include homelessness,
separation from family, and migration with family.® Climate change shocks also affect all
components of nurturing care and are detrimental to young children.’

To tackle climate change, global policymakers implement policies like the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, Paris Agreement, Glasgow Climate Pact, Sendai Framework for
Disaster Reduction (2015-2030), National Adaptation Plan, National Determined Contributions
(NDCs), Disaster Risk Reduction plans, and air pollution protocols.® They recognize how
climate change affects young children to varying degrees.> A human rights-based approach
has been used to represent young children’s needs.” The UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child’s (UNCRC) articles 6 and 12, that articulate “Right to Life, Survival and Development”
and “Right for Children to be Heard” respectively, have been leveraged for attention to
children's rights and representation in the above-stated climate policies.®

1.2 India’s Climate Change Context

Due to its unique geographical features, India is highly vulnerable to extreme climate events,
which led to its being the seventh most affected country globally by climate change,
according to the global climate risk index developed by Germanwatch.’ With the recent World
Risk Index 2024 study, India stands third among 193 countries with the highest disaster risk,
indicating significant exposure to climate-related disasters.' Due to climate change, India
also faces a significant financial impact, which is predicted to worsen in the upcoming




decades.’ As per the XDI Gross Domestic Climate Risk, at the subnational level, nine Indian
states are identified among the top 50 regions worldwide facing significant climate-related
risks to the built environment." These states and their ranking are listed below in Table 1. As
per the Climate Vulnerability Index developed by Council on Energy, Water, and Environment
(CEEW) to access vulnerable districts to climate change based on the combined risk of hydro
met disasters and their vulnerability to it, the top ten most vulnerable states are mentioned
in Table 2."

Table 1. Top Indian states listed on XDI Gross Domestic Climate Risk global ranks
States ‘ Global Ranks

Bihar 22
Uttar Pradesh 25
Asam 28
Rajasthan 32
Tamil Nadu 36
Maharashtra 38
Gujrat 48
Punjab 50
Kerala 52

Source: XDI Cross Dependency Initiative. XDI Gross Domestic Climate Risk webpage.
https://archive.xdi.systems/xdi-benchmark-gdcr/. Accessed January 5, 2025.

Table 2. Top ten most vulnerable Indian states on CEEW’s Climate Vulnerability Index
Assam

Andhra Pradesh
Maharashtra
Karnataka

Bihar
Manipur

Rajasthan

Arunachal Pradesh
Sikkim
Orissa 10

Source: Mohanty A, Wadhawan S. Mapping India’s Climate Vulnerability: A District Level Assessment.
Council on Energy, Environment and Water; 2021. https://www.ceew.in/sites/default/files/ceew-
study-on-climate-change-vulnerability-index-and-district-level-risk-assessment. pdf
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India has implemented key policies under relevant central and state ministries to tackle
increasing climate change events, as mentioned in Appendix 1. Moreover, the National Action
Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) is a specific climate action plan launched in 2008 dedicated
to tackling climate change in India, including eight missions mentioned in Appendix 2. To
enhance climate action, more specifically, the NAPCC mandated respective states to submit
localized climate change mitigation and adaptation plans called the State Action Plan on
Climate Change (SAPCC), coordinating across concerned stakeholders and departments. '

India has a high population of children below six years of age, which makes up nearly ten
percent of the population.™ The most vulnerable states identified by the XDI Gross Domestic
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Climate Risk and Climate Vulnerable Index of CEEW also have over ten percent of their
population under six years old, posing a significant risk to them (see Table 3)." A recent
UNICEF study states that India has a Children’s Climate Risk Index (CCRI) ranking of 26 out of
163 countries where children are most at climate change risk." Young children in India face
severe challenges due to climate change events, but concerned policies rarely address their
needs or represent their interests.” In 2021, only 38 percent of children accessed early
childhood education.'® Extreme poverty and stunting contribute to poor health and nutritional
deficits among children under five.® India’s progress in young child development indicators
has been slow compared to countries with similar economic growth.>

Table 3. Percentage of the population under age six in climate-vulnerable states
Climate

States XQI Gross .Domestic Vulnerability Population
Climate Risk Study Study of CEEW under age 6
Bihar v v 18.38%
Rajasthan v v 15.54%
Uttar Pradesh v 15.41%
Arunachal Pradesh v 15.33%
Asam v v 14.86%
Manipur v 13.14%
Gujarat v 12.87%
Orissa v 12.56%
Maharashtra v v 11.86%
Karnataka v 11.72%
Punjab v 11.09%
Andhra Pradesh v 10.81%
Sikkim v 10.50%
Kerala v 10.40%
Tamil Nadu v 10.29%

Source: National Institute of Public Corporation and Child Development. Statistics in Children in India:
Handbook 2018. New Delhi: National Institute of Public Corporation and Child Development; 2018.
https://www.nipccd.nic.in/file/reports/handbk18.pdf

The NAPCC acknowledges “children” as vulnerable to climate change events.'® However, no
specific age groups are mentioned and no early childhood development (ECD) interventions
are mentioned as priorities.' Given the limited focus on young children in climate policies
and plans, this project aimed to review state action plans for climate change in the most
vulnerable states guided by the following key research questions:

1. In what ways are young children included in climate plans of climate risk-vulnerable
states?

2. What gaps exist within these climate plans?

3. Are there successful examples within these climate plans?

This report contains the findings of this reviews and concludes with recommendations for
government policymakers and ECD advocates in India, focusing on how ongoing government
programs for young children could be leveraged. Integrating ECD advocacy groups within the
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state’s coordination mechanisms can create a participatory approach where the needs of
young children can be reflected in policy and action plan development processes.

2. Methodology

The methodology of the project was divided into three phases. The first phase focused on
identifying and reviewing relevant literature and analyzing India’s policy framework to
understand the intersection of young children and climate-related policies at the national and
sub-national (state) levels. The second phase involved interviews with experts working on ECD
and/or climate change in India or globally to understand their perspectives on the
opportunities and challenges of including young children’s needs in climate policies and plans.
The final phase evaluated the seven selected state’s climate action plans and identified best
practices and gaps.

2.1 Literature Review

The project's first step was understanding what to look for within state’s climate plans to
make them responsive to young children’'s needs through a literature review. Internet and
Google Scholar were used to find relevant studies using the following search terms: “ECD and
climate change”, “ECD and climate change in India”, “young children and climate change”,
“children and climate finance”, and “children and climate change policies in India.”

The literature review was used to explore the impact of climate change on young children at
different levels. Further, it broadly reviewed international climate change policies to assess
how they address young children. It also explored India’s climate change response mechanism,
including existing policies and the departments responsible for managing it. Climate-
vulnerable states were identified in this step, and their climate action plans were searched
and reviewed. Since the literature survey was done online, the availability of the state action
climate plans online was a limiting factor and challenge.

2.2 Selection of States

Considering both the availability of the online SAPCC in the literature and the limited time for
the project, the following seven states with the highest density of young children (see Table 3
above) were selected for the project that were identified as highly vulnerable to climate
change.

Bihar

Uttar Pradesh

Assam

Gujarat

Maharashtra

Karnataka

Punjab
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2.3 Interviews

To understand policy functioning and gaps at the intersection of ECD and climate change,
interviews were held in parallel with the literature review. Key experts in the ECD and
environment sectors were identified with the help of the author’s mentor and ECDAN
Secretariat (see list in (Appendix 3) and questionnaires were developed by the author (see

). The interviews were conducted online via Google Meet application. Responses
were jotted down and further transcribed.

Additional experts were identified but their engagement in the Conference of Parties to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP) meetings held in November in Baku,
Azerbaijan, made it difficult to schedule. The number of interviews was limited to keep the
project on schedule. Efforts were also made to include Indian bureaucrats, the backbone for
the policymaking and implementation, but they could not be reached for this project. As a
result, only four interviews were held. However, these four interviews helped supplement the
literature review and provide reinforce insights and recommendations from the literature.

2.4 Review of State Plans

UNICEF evaluated the NDCs (i.e., national climate plans, which have been mandated through
the Paris Agreement) of 151 countries for their child sensitivity, focusing on children under
12." The study addressed children's rights, vulnerabilities, and representation in climate-
related actions using four categories and 23 indicators, as stated below."’

1. References to children
1.1. The existence of references to children
1.2. Existence of references to children: Identification of children as a vulnerable group
1.3. Existence of references to disadvantaged and marginalized children
1.4. The existence of a child-specific section
1.5. Identification of children as a vulnerable group

2. Rights-based
2.1. The existence of references to human rights (rights-based approach)
2.2. The existence of references to child rights or intergenerational justice and equity

olistic and multisectoral
1. Health

2. Energy

3. Water

4. Sanitation

5. Social protection
6. Food and nutritional security

7.DRR

8. Implement or improve information systems and data
9.

H
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.9. Education

4. Inclusive of children
4.1. The inclusion of child-sensitive commitments in training
4.2. The inclusion of a child-sensitive commitment to public awareness
4.3. The inclusion of child-sensitive commitments on access to information
4.4. The inclusion of commitments to improve children’s participation in climate action




4.5. Identification of children as drivers of change
4.6. Reference to the SAPCC development is done in a participatory manner with children
4.7. The inclusion of commitments to monitor and evaluate the progress of the SAPCCs

Therefore, these indicators from the UNICEF study have been used as the closest available
reference to review the presence of child-specific mentions across SAPCCs in the climate-
vulnerable states. Considering the limited timeframe for the project, the review first
searched for keywords such as “young children”, “young child”, “ECD”, “children”, “lactating
women”, “infant”, “toddler”, and “child,” in the SAPCC documents to identify direct or
relevant references. If references were found, the SAPCCs were reviewed using the referred
indicators and successful examples were identified.

To make a quantitative in addition to qualitative assessment, the author assigned equal
weight to each of the four categories, assigning each 25 for a total of 100 points, as seen in
Table 4 below.

Table 4. Point allocation per child-sensitive category
Category Total Indicators in the category Total Points

References to children 5 25
Rights-based 2 25
Holistic and multisectoral 9 25
Inclusive of children 7 25
Total 23 100

Source: Author’s creation

Since the number of indicators in each category from UNICEF’s study differs, the following
formula was used to ensure equal weight by calculating points for each indicator.

The formula for calculating the weight of each indicator within a category is as follows:
Points for each indicator within a category = Total points allocated to the category + Total
number of indicators in that category

This calculation method was applied across all categories, as detailed in Table 5.

Table 5. Point allocation per child-sensitive indicator

Category Total points Total Calculation | Total points allotted to
per category indicators in each indicator within the

each category
category

References to children

Rights-based 25 2 25 +2 12.5

Holistic and multisectoral 25 9 25+9 2.78

Inclusive of children 25 7 257 3.57

Source: Author’s creation




With the help of established points for each category, points were allotted to each state’s
SAPCC with the help of formula mentioned below.

The total points earned by a state’s SAPCC are calculated using the following formula:
Total points earned by the state’s SAPCC = Sum of indicators points for those indicators fulfilled

Example calculation:
For SAPCC of Maharashtra, the total points earned are computed as follows:
(12.5%0) +(5x2) +(2.78x2) +(3.57x2) =22.7
In this calculation:
e 12.5,5, 2.78, and 3.57 represent the weightage of respective indicators within their
categories (see Table 5)
e 0, 2,2, and 2 represent the indicators fulfilled in respective categories of Maharashtra’s
SAPCC (see Table 6).

The details of each state’s calculation are provided in Table 7 of the subsequent section.

3. Findings

With the help of referred indicators, the SAPCCs of the seven selected climate-vulnerable
states were reviewed. Table 6 below shows which of the 23 child-sensitive indicators were
found in each state’s plan.

Table 6. Child-sensitive indicators found in SAPCCs
Indicators ’Maharashtra Bihar | Assam | Gujarat | Uttar | Karnataka | Punjab

Category Pradesh

Existence of reference v
to children
Identification of children v v
References to | as a vulnerable group

children Disadvantaged and marginalized v
children

child-specific section
Identification of children as a v v v v v v
vulnerable group in detail
Human rights
Rights-based | (right-based approach)

(;hilgj rights or iptergenerational v
justice and equity

Health v v v

Energy v

Water v v

Holistic and
multisectoral | Sanitation

Social protection

Food and nutritional security v v v

Disaster Risk Reduction




Category Pradesh

Information systems and data

Indicators ‘Maharashtra Bihar | Assam | Gujarat | Uttar | Karnataka | Punjab

Education v v

Training v v

Public awareness v v

Access to information v

Child participation in climate v
Inclusive of action

children Monitor and evaluate the progress v v
of SAPCC

SAPCC development in a
participatory manner with
children

Identification of children v
as a driver of change

Source: Author’s creation

Each state was scored and then compared using the point value for indicators met in each
category. This scoring process, shown in Table 7, was used to evaluate and compare the child-
sensitivity of the climate-vulnerable state’s SAPCCs.

Table 7. Score table for the child-sensitivity of each SAPCC

References to Rights-based Holistic and Inclusive of
children g multisectoral children

Categories
Total Points

Point allocated to

indicators J Z !/ &
Maharashtra 2 0 2 2 22.7
Bihar 2 0 1 0 12.78
Assam 0 0 1 0 2.78
Gujarat 3 0 5 2 36.04
Uttar Pradesh 2 0 2 1 19.13
Punjab 1 0 0 1 8.57
Karnataka 1 1 0 1 17.5

Source: Author’s creation

Upon reviewing the child-sensitivity of climate-vulnerable states’ SAPCCs, it can be observed
that:
¢ By not specifying age categories, such as conception and pregnancy period, birth to
age two, ages from three to five, and primary school children, the plans do not
consider the needs of specific groups of children and, therefore, their unique
developmental needs. %
e No states have specific and separate sections on young children that deal explicitly
with their particular needs and challenges.'®%*
¢ No states have explicitly considered sanitation, mental well-being, and social
protection for younger child in their plans, which are essential pillars of basic social
services. 824
e Every state acknowledges that children are vulnerable, but none address their specific
socio-geographical challenges.'®?*




o With the lowest score of 2.78 and fulfilling only one indicator of child-sensitive
commitments on food and nutritional security, Assam has performed the worst from
the child-sensitivity lens."

The findings show a gap in addressing young children’s needs in these SAPCCs. However, a
few successful examples observed during the review of SAPCCs that can be referred to by
other states:

e Gujrat is the only state that has included the Women and Child Development
Department’s secretary in the state-level steering committee to oversee and approve
the development and implementation of the state action plan on climate change.?

e Karnataka is the only state that has emphasized the “rights-based approach” by
mentiozrling commitment to social justice through the Karnataka State Child Protection
Policy.

¢ The Gujrat government has launched several programs to promote energy conservation
and efficiency. For example, the Bal Urja Raksha Dal (child-force to save energy)
initiative mobilizes children as Urja Rakshaks (energy guardians) to raise awareness
about responsible energy use in communities and schools.?’ However, the policy does
not mention a specific age group for the children.

e Uttar Pradesh’s climate plan includes key interventions like awareness of climate
change from an early age, an annual workshop, and a health-focused curriculum from
nursery to grade 12 to prevent climate-related diseases.?

e Bihar is the only state that has mentioned disaster management-related curriculum in
the school.' However, the age group specification is unclear in the climate plan.

e To secure financial and resource needs, the SAPCC of Maharashtra has converged its
ongoing schemes of the health department to make young children resilient to climate
change, such as the Reproductive and Child Health Program Phase Il, National Rural
Health Mission, and Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS).*

4. Challenges and Recommendations

4.1 Challenges

There are many challenges that can contribute to the lack of young children's needs being
reflected and representations in climate risk-vulnerable state SAPCCs. This includes the
following:

e The states have allocated an insignificant share of climate finance to support projects
incorporating child-related activities.?

e The siloed functioning of departments related to ECD and climate change within the
state often restricts representation of young children’s needs in plans.’

e There is limited involvement of caregivers, parents, ECD advocates, and civil society
organizations (CSOs) in developing and implementing the policies.’

e There is a lack of mechanisms for involving young children in the decision-making
process related to climate change.’




e Basic social services are more disrupted during climate change events, which are often
overlooked in the policies.'

4.2 Recommendations

4.2.1 Access Funding Opportunities

The first 1,000 days of a child’s life, when the brain and physiology of the child develop fast,
is a significant opportunity to invest in ECD interventions. Investing in children’s early years is
more cost-effective than equivalent investments later in life. Figure 1 below reflects research
that for every USD 1 invested in a child’s first 1,000 days of life, there can be a future return
of USD 17.% Investing in the early age of a child's life yields higher economic returns than
later interventions like job training or adult literacy.” The impact is most significant for
disadvantaged children with little parental care, who are also most vulnerable to climate
change events.”

Figure 1. Return on investment for dollars invested at different ages

Program targeted towards early year§

Pre school program

Schooling
Job training

4-5
(Pre-school)

School |  post-school

Rate of return to inverstment in human capital

Age
Source: James J H. The Case for Investing in Disadvantaged Young Children. CESifo DICE Report.

2008;06(2):3-8. https://www.ifo.de/en/publications/2008/article-journal/case-investing-
disadvantaged-young-children

Therefore, the policymakers can leverage dedicated multilateral climate funds such as the
Green Climate Fund, Global Environmental Fund, Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage,
Special Climate Change Fund, and Adaptation Fund to increase investment in the early years
and implement recommended interventions.?

By incorporating the following points in the policies, policies can be aligned with these
funding options, increasing investment in young children as part of their climate resilience
strategy.

e Establish a young child-focused goal and loss and damage fund with dedicated funding
windows.?®

e Update plans to include young child-responsive objectives, indicators, and
safeguards.?
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¢ Introduce criteria to assess and rate activities for accurate funding impact on young
children.?

When ECD-related departments are involved in the planning, implementation, and monitoring
of climate action plans, young children’'s needs and representations can be better
incorporated. One department that is directly related to ECD is the Women and Child
Development Department (the ministry responsible for the overall development of women
and children). Representatives of that department should be included in each state-level
steering committee for SAPCC to represent young children’s needs and voices.

Further, states can also integrate the following departments, programs, and schemes that
relate to young child-related into SAPCCs for long-term sustainability:

o Representatives of the National (or State) Commission for Protection of Child Rights (a
statutory body to protect children’s rights) should be included in the steering
committee to protect children’s rights in climate emergencies.”

¢ Ongoing health programs such as ICDS; Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child, and
Adolescent Health programs of National and State Health Missions; Janani Shishu
Suraksha Karyakyama Programmes for the holistic development of children under six,
pregnant and lactating women during the crisis should be integrated into the plans.*

¢ The Integrated Child Protection Scheme (centrally sponsored umbrella schemes for the
children) should be included in the SAPCC to ensure children's access to basic social
services during climate emergencies.®

e ECE provision mentioned in the National Education Policy (a policy for the roadmap of
Indian education programs) should build a lifelong learning foundation for climate
change resilience.?’

Since young children cannot directly participate in the planning process, ECD advocates such
as their parents, caregivers, CSOs, and individuals need to be involved in the steering
committee to represent young children actively. Additionally, parents, caregivers,
Anganwadi’s staff (the institution responsible for providing care to mothers and their children
under age six), paramedical staff, and ICDS frontline teams need to be effectively equipped
with climate change risk awareness and receive capacity-building to help young children
become resilient through the ongoing state programs or with the help of CSO experts.3%'

Platforms for older children (children above eight years old), such as Climate Assemblies and
Model United Nations at the global level,**3 Bal Vidhan Sabha (Children Assembly) of
Uttarakhand at the state level, and Bal Panchayat (Children Council) of Assam and Rajasthan
Government at the village level can also be leveraged in the climate plans.3*3¢ By
strengthening these platforms, older children and youth can be torch-bearers for their
younger siblings and friends. At the same time, platforms like Bal Panchayat and Bal Vidhan
Sabha ensure bottom-to-top approaches in the state climate plans by engaging village and
district-level participation of young children. Alternative options like artwork, animations,
and social media, should be leveraged to bring young children’s voices into these platforms.

Described below are a few successful examples of Bal Panchayat child-led activism related to
climate change from the Chittorgarh and Bhilwara districts in Rajasthan.®
e Children of the Upreda village cleaned the village, including areas of lower caste
groups, improving the village's sanitation.




¢ Children of the Kachlordiya village mapped existing water sources and cleaned them
with potassium permanganate, resolving drinking water issues in the village.

e Children of the Motha village raised awareness campaigns on afforestation and
undertook plantation activities in coordination with forest and agriculture
departments.

With the required expertise and capacity, ECD advocates and CSOs can be leveraged or
included in various levels of policy advocacy, such as research and awareness,
implementation, and monitoring, for effective and inclusive management of climate policies
from the perspective of young children. Described below are examples of successful ECD
advocacy interventions in India at different levels of policy advocacy.

e Save the Children and PwC Foundation have researched and developed child-sensitive
strategies focusing on climate-induced securities in various states of India that can be
referred to by policymakers.®

e With the help of the Nurturing Neighborhood Challenge of the Benard Van Leer
Foundation collective initiative, the World Resource Institute and MoUHA reimagined
50 parks, gardens, and outdoor play spaces for younger children; 36 Anganwadi’s and
primary health care centers were improved; eight streets were made safe and
walkable, and nine public spaces/government offices were updated with ECD facilities
across 10 cities of India.** The foundation has also created the Early Years Starter Kit
as a starting point for governments and partners seeking to improve the lives of young
children.’

e The community movement led by the Warrior Moms team has been working across 14
regions of India, seeking to address the significant impact of air pollution. Warrior
Moms brings together women nationwide to raise awareness about climate change and
its impact on young children. Campaigns focus on various aspects of the environment,
such as waste management, biomass burning, urban mobility, non-motorized
transport, thermal power plants, health impact, and more, and they are preparing
young children to be resilient to climate change.®

As observed in the literature, components of the nurturing care framework and basic social
services, such as health and nutrition, education, safety and security, water and sanitation,
and mental well-being, are likely to be disrupted by climate events. Since young children are
acutely dependent on these services, they need special attention in these services.
Therefore, adding ECD-related components to these services is essential in the state’s action
plans. While adding these components, it should be noted that specific age categories such as
pregnancy, birth to age two, ages three to five, and primary school children should be
mentioned in the plans, considering their specific needs.

The following measures can be introduced in the SAPCCs with the help of ongoing programs
and schemes such as Health and Family Welfare, Public Health Department, Ministry of
Human Resource Department in consultation with the Department of Women and Child and
ECD advocates:
e Paramedical staff, Anganwadi’s staff, and teachers should be trained for climate
emergencies.®
e Make all existing Anganwadi Centers, health care centers, schools, gardens, play
areas, and government offices climate-shock-proof, functional, and child-friendly.
e Anticipate and emphasize the remote and digital health and education services in the
risk-prone areas in case of disruption of services during climate emergencies.®
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e Give priority to quality maternal and newborn care, sustained immunization, nutrition,
and preventive care for conditions exacerbated by climate change like pneumonia,
typhoid, and malaria.'

e Existing health systems must adapt to emerging climate-related threats by investing in
and providing children with age-specific health information, adolescent support, and
integrated health services.’

o Conduct a regional study to identify and categorize risk-prone areas and climate
change's impact on women's and child health and nutrition and, accordingly, deploy
medicines, nutritional supplies, and paramedical staff.*°

e Strengthen the ECE curriculum and teaching framework to include climate change
education.

¢ Integrate disaster risk reduction themes, such as climate change adaptation,
environmental management, etc., into ECE through stories and drills.®

e Psychoeducational programs on climate change risks and coping strategies should be
included in the Anganwadi for the mental well-being of mothers and young children,
ensuring they are region-specific and culturally sensitive.

¢ Emphasize resilient WASH services by diversifying water sources and integrating
rainwater harvesting structures and renewable energy sources such as solar panels into
Anganwadi, health care centers, and schools by incorporating climate considerations
into water and sanitation services.'

e Assess periodically for water contamination, identify vulnerable waterlogged areas,
and plan cleansing activities and anti-larva spraying in water-logged regions during
extreme rainfall or floods.*°

e Provide separate toilets for girls and dedicated breastfeeding spaces in climate
emergencies.*®’

5. Conclusion

This report’s findings highlight that climate action plans of seven Indian climate-vulnerable
states lack a focus on young children, with limited emphasis on child rights or age-specific
considerations. This report underscores the need for ECD-related departments and climate
change departments within and outside governments to work together and involve ECD
advocates in planning processes. The report also emphasizes the need for nurturing care
framework components to be added to the policies and plan to make them responsive to the
needs of young children.

Key messages that stakeholders should take from this report are organized below, by
stakeholder group.

Government

¢ Involve the representatives of the Women and Child Development Department and the
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights in the steering committee of the
SAPCCs.

e Converge all the related departments and their ECD-related programs for the
sustainability of the interventions, such as ICDS; Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn,
Child, and Adolescent Health programs; and ECE under the National Education
Program.




Include “state-specific” and “age-specific” interventions in the plans, considering the
different needs of children at different developmental stages and facing different
socio-geographical challenges.

Use multilateral climate funds to increase financing in the intersection of ECD and
climate change-related projects.

Establish platforms for engaging ECD advocates and caregivers to represent young
children’s needs and voices.

Include ECD and nurturing care components in basic social services mentioned in the
SAPCCs.

ECD advocates

Act as a bridge between the state and the young children’s community by representing
them and their needs.

Help young children to become climate resilient.

Increase awareness in the community about climate change consequences and
resilience.

With the available CSO expertise, build the capacity for government policymakers and
implementors such as Aanganwadi staff, medical workers, teachers, parents, and
caregivers to prepare for climate change emergencies.

Engage the government in policy advocacy and support drafting, implementing, and
monitoring the policies and plans.




Appendices

Appendix 1. Ministries and Policies Related to Climate Change in India

Ministry Policies/ Plans Component Adoption
Year
Ministry of National Action Plan on Climate Framework for climate adaptation and mitigation
Environment, Change
Forest and National Biodiversity Action Plan Sustainable use of natural resources, conservation of 2014
Climate Change biodiversity
Forest Conservation Act, 1980 Regulation of forest land diversion 2008
Ministry of Jal Jal Jeevan Mission Provision of piped water supply to every household by | 2019
Shakti 2024
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Water supply and wastewater management 2015
Transformation
Namami Gange Program Rejuvenation of River Ganga and tributaries, Pollution | 2014
control under the watershed of the river
Ministry of Power | Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojna Restructuring of state power distribution companies to | 2015
reduce electricity losses
Performance, Achieve, and Trade Market-based mechanism to enhance energy efficiency | 2012
Scheme
Ministry of New National Green Hydrogen Mission Promotion of production, storage, and use of green 2023
and Renewable hydrogen
Energy National Solar Mission Scaling up solar energy production and demand 2010
Wind-Solar Hybrid Policy Promotion of solar and wind hybrid model 2018
Ministry of Heavy | National Electric Mobility Mission Promotion of Electric Vehicles 2020
Industry Plan
Ministry of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Shinchai Promotion of micro irrigation and watershed 2015
Agriculture and Yojana development
Farmers Welfare National Mission for Sustainable Promotion of Climate Resilience Agriculture 2010
Agriculture
Soil Health Card Scheme Integration of Soil health data for the farmer 2015
Ministry of Earth National Monsoon Mission Improvisation of weather forecasting and climate 2012
Science modeling
Deep Ocean Mission R&D on the marine ecosystem, minerals resources 2021
Ministry of Rural Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Provision of 100 days guaranteed wage employment 2005
Development Employment Guarantee Act
Deel Dayal Upadhyay Grameen Skill Development and Employment Generation 2014
Kaushal Yojna




Appendix 2. Missions Under NAPCC

PN AW

National Solar Mission

National Mission for Enhance Energy Efficiency

National Mission on Sustainable Habitat

National Water Mission

National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem
National Mission for a Green India

National Mission for Agriculture

National Mission of Strategic Knowledge for Climate Change

Appendix 3. Experts Interviewed

Name of Participant

Date of Interview | Designation

. Policy and Advocacy Coordinator at Child
el ey B2 Rights International Network (CRIN)
Thomas Sayer 12/11/2024 Communication Specialist at UNICEF
Heeta Lakhani 12/12/2024 Fo_updgr and Director at the ClimAct

Initiative
Kartik V. 12/10/2024 Child rights for climate activist in India

Appendix 4. Interview Questionnaires
Questionnaire for global organizations

No. Question Question
category
1 Can you explain your organization’s focus areas within the intersection of ECD-climate
Understanding of | change advocacy?
2 CLER L In which country your organization works?
3 According to your experience, what unique challenges do young children (or ECD) face
Understanding due to climate change?
4 Climate Impact Have there been any interventions where your organizations have addressed young
on ECD . s . N,
children’s needs directly or indirectly? If yes, could you share examples?
5 ) What are your organization's hurdles in advocating for young children within climate
Adaptation and policies?
integration of
6 young children's How can inclusion with other organizations and states support addressing young
perspective children’s climate needs?
7 If your organization works in India, what are the work, challenges, and strengths
) compared to other countries?
Engagement in
8 India What advice would you suggest to Indian ECD and climate advocacy organizations
seeking to address young children’s needs?




Questionnaire for Indian organizations/Individuals

Question Question
categor

No.

1

Understanding of

Can you explain your organization’s focus areas within the intersection of ECD-
climate change advocacy?

2 organization How is your organization addressing ECD or young children’s representations directly
or indirectly?
3 Inclusivity of What specific impacts of climate change on ECD do you see on young children?
4 young children's | How coordinated are stakeholders and policymakers in addressing young children's
climate vulnerabilities and representations?
vulnerabilities
5 Do you think current ECD and climate advocacy programs in India effectively address
. the needs of children? Why or why not?
Incorporation of
7 ;hlldren 2 NEEE What is your organization's process to engage children, their parents, and caregivers?
into Advocacy . . . -
Efforts If epgagement occurs, please describe the approach; if not, kindly explain the
limitations.
8 What changes would suggest that current Indian climate policies be more inclusive of
ECD or young children’s representations (or participation)?
Policy gaps and
9 recommendations | How can policymakers and ECD stakeholders ensure children's perspectives are
considered?
10 What are the primary challenges in advocating for young children’s climate needs in
India?
Challenges and
11 support need What resources, support, or partnerships would help organizations better address

young children's needs in climate change advocacy?
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